Targeting remodeling in respiratory inflammation.
Chronic asthma causes considerable morbidity, mortality and utilization of healthcare resources. The fact that asthma still causes such problems despite the widespread use of anti-inflammatory treatment suggests that new approaches are needed. Airways in chronic asthma are characterized by considerable remodeling which affects a number of structures, particularly airway smooth muscle and changes in airway smooth muscle thickness may be one of the most important determinants of bronchial hyperresponsiveness. Here we suggest new approaches that might be used to target smooth muscle remodeling in asthma.